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Bonbon the Bunny 
by Val 

 

Bonbon can be knitted with or without a jumper. His muzzle is knitted in 
one piece and can be all the same colour, or contrasting colours for nose 
and cheeks. 

The same pattern works whether you use chunky yarn, Aran weight, two 
strands of DK, or a textured yarn like Sirdar Snowflake chunky, that is 
designed for baby wear and toys and will not shed fibres.  

Be aware that although textured yarns give a lovely, cuddly result, they 
are less easy to knit, and you will need paper and pencil or a row counter 
to hand to keep track of your pattern, as it is impossible to ‘read’ your 
knitting to check progress. If you choose a textured yarn you can use 
garter stitch (knit every row) throughout as the finished fabric has no right 
or wrong side. 
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Materials 

 The whole rabbit takes just a bit less than 200 grams of chunky, or 
Aran, or DK used two strands together, or chunky textured yarn: 
main colour A for body, head and limbs, colours B and C for stripey 
jumper. Colour D for lower lip and mouth pocket. 

 Remnant of pink DK for ear lining and nose 

 Fluffy yarn (non shedding) for tail and maybe cheeks 

 Between 4mm and 5mm needles, according to your tension. Use 
whatever is comfortable for you to achieve a close weave that will 
not allow the stuffing to show or work through. 

 Small amounts of pink felt for foot pads, and white and brown felt 
to make eyes.  

 Two small black buttons for pupils of eyes. 

 White, brown and pink sewing thread. 

 Toy stuffing (BS or CE marked only) 

 Tapestry needle 

Tension 

It is important that no stuffing is accessible in your finished item as this 
would be a safety hazard. 
Tension varies between yarn brands and weights and from knitter to 
knitter. Needle sizes are suggested in the pattern, but if you know you 
knit loosely, reduce your needle size to achieve a firm weave. As a rough 
guide use a needle a size smaller than that recommended for garment 
knitting on the ball band. 

Abbreviations 

C & T – cut and thread yarn leaving sewing tail, thread it through the 
remaining stiches 
K – knit 
P – purl 
Ss – stocking stitch (1 row knit, 1 row purl) 
K2tog – knit 2 stitches together 
P2tog – purl 2 stitches together 
K2togtbl – knit 2 stitches together through back of loops 
P2togtbl – purl 2 stitches together through back of loops 
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sts – stitches  
Kfb – increase one stitch by knitting into the front and back of the same 
stitch 
m1 – make 1 by picking up the strand between one stitch and the next 
and knitting into the back of it 
RS – right side of work 
WS – wrong side of work 
dec – decrease  
inc – increase 
 
Useful tip: 
Always leave a long tail of yarn at cast on and cast off so that you have 
ready attached matching yarn ready to sew up your seams. 

Bunny body and head 

The body and head are knitted flat in one piece and have a centre back 
seam. 
In colour A, cast on 51 sts. 
Ss 2 rows. 
(K7, Kfb) 3 times, K3, (Kfb, K7) 3 times (57sts). 
Ss 3 rows. 
(k8, Kfb) 3 times, K3, (Kfb, K8) 3 times (63sts). 
Ss 3 rows. 
(k9, Kfb) 3 times, K3, (Kfb, K9) 3 times (69sts). 
Ss 3 rows. 
(K10, Kfb) 3 times, K3, (Kfb, K10) 3 times (75sts). 
 
For single coloured rabbit, cont in Ss without shaping until work measures 
10 inches( 27cms). Cast off whole row. You can use a stitch marker or a 
length of waste yarn to mark stitch 26 and stitch 49 to indicate where to 
pick up for mouth pocket. Continue with Mouth pattern. 
For rabbit with jumper, cont in Ss without shaping until work measures 
4.5 inches  (12 cms.) finishing with a purl row.  Break off yarn A.  Join in 
yarn B. 
 K 2 rows, P 2rows, to make welt of jumper. 
Join yarn C (RS) and cont in Ss working 2 rows of alternating yarn B and C 
until 14 stripes have been worked.  
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In colour B, K 2 rows, P 1 row. Break off B and C, leaving tail to sew jumper 
seam. 
Join in yarn A (WS) P 1 row 
Work 4 rows Ss. 
Cast off whole row, marking sts 26 and 49 to indicate where to pick up for 
mouth pocket. 

Bunny mouth 

With RS facing and yarn D (mouth colour) pick up for mouth pocket:  
Leave 26 sts, pick up and knit centre 23 sts, leave 26sts.. 
With WS facing K 1 row to form ridge. 
RS. Starting with a K row, Ss pocket to 8” ( see NB below) 
Break off yarn D at the end of a P row (leave tail for sewing pocket) and  
join in Yarn A. Continue in Ss for 2 more inches, ending with a P row. 
Break off yarn. 
 
Nb If you make all 10 inches of the mouth pocket in the same colour it will 
look like the mouth of the brown rabbit on the left of the illustration. 

 
With RS facing and Yarn A pick up and knit first 26 cast off sts, K across 23 
sts from pocket, pick up and K last 26 cast off sts (75sts). 
P25sts, P2tog, P21, P2tog, P25 (73sts) 
Ss for 3.75” from picked up sts. 
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Decrease for top of head: 
K1,(K7, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K7) 4 times (65sts). 
Purl 
K1, (K6, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K6) 4 times (57sts) 
Purl 
K1, (K5, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K5) 4 times (49sts) 
Purl 
K1, (K4, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K4) 4 times (41 sts) 
Purl 
K1, (K3, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K3) 4 times (33sts) 
Purl 
K1, (K2, K2tog) 4 times, (K2tog, K2) 4 times (25 sts) 
Purl 
K1, (K2tog) to end (13sts) 
Purl 
K1 (K2tog) to end (7sts) 
Cut yarn leaving enough length to sew centre back seam.  Thread  onto 
tapestry needle and pass through sts. Draw up tightly and fasten off. 

Bunny forearms  (make 2) 

For single coloured rabbit, in Yarn A, cast on 18 sts and work in Ss for 6.5” 
ending with a P row. 
*K1, (K2, K2tog) 4 times, K1 (14sts) 
Ss 5 rows 
K1, (K1, K2tog) 4 times, K1 (10sts) 
Purl 1 row 
Cast off 
 
For rabbit in striped jumper: 
In yarn B, cast on 18 sts 
Purl one row 
Join in yarn C and complete 18 two row stripes in all. 
For sleeve cuff, (yarn B) K 2 rows, P 1 row. 
Break off B and C and join yarn A 
Ss 3 rows beg with a P row. 
Cont arm as for plain rabbit from * 
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Bunny hind legs (make 2) 

Cast on 24sts ( the yarn tail will be used to sew the leg to the body) 
Ss for 5” 
K2, (K2tog, K 4) 3 times, K2tog, K2 (20 sts) 
Ss 2” 
K1, (K2tog, K3) 3 times, K2tog, K2 (16sts) 
Ss  to 8” in all. 
Cast off, leaving yarn tail to sew up centre back seam. Leave top and 
bottom of leg open. 

Bunny feet (make 2) 

The foot is knitted in one piece then folded sides to middle with a centre 
sole seam. 
Cast on 18 sts ( the yarn tail will be used to sew up the heel and sew the 
foot to the leg) 
Rows 1 – 6: Ss 
Row 7: (K2, Kfb) 3 times, (Kfb, K2) 3 times (24sts). 
Row 8: Purl 
Row 9: (K3, Kfb) 3 times, (Kfb, K3) 3 times (30 sts) 
Row 10: Purl 
Row 11: (K4, Kfb) 3 times, (Kfb, K4) 3 times (36sts) 
Rows 12 – 22: Ss  
Row 23: K7, K2tog, K2togtbl, K14, K2tog, K2togtbl, K7 (32sts) 
Row 24: P6, P2togtbl, P2tog, P12, P2togtbl, P2tog, P6 (28sts) 
Row 25: K5, K2tog, K2togtbl, K10, K2tog, K2togtbl, K5 (24sts) 
Row 26: P4, P2togtbl, P2tog, P8, P2togtbl, P2tog, P4 (20sts) 
Row 27: K3, K2tog, K2togtbl, K6, K2tog, K2togtbl, K3 (16sts) 
Row 29: (P2tog) to end (8sts) 
Row 30: Cast off. Yarn tail sews up toe and centre sole seam. 

Bunny muzzle 

The muzzle can be knitted all in one colour to match the face, in which 
case ignore the lettered yarn changes. 
For different nose and cheek colours, Yarn A = body colour, 
Yarn B= cheek colour or fluffy yarn. Nb You will need to wind off a second 
small ball of yarn B for the second cheek. 
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In each row the pattern is repeated three times, yarn B (1st cheek), Yarn A 
(nose) Yarn B (2nd cheek) 
The intarsia method is used when changing colours, that is cross  yarns at 
the back on a K row, or at the front on a P row at colour change so that 
the yarn you are dropping is trapped at the base of the following stitch. 
 
With Yarn B cast on 9 sts for lower edge of muzzle. 
Row 1: B, Kfb twice, K1,  A, Kfb twice, K1,  B, (second ball) Kfb twice, K1 
(15sts) 
Row 2: B, P5,  A,  P5,  B, P5 
Row 3: B, (K1, m1, K3, m1, K1,) repeat for A and B (21sts) 
Row 4: B, P7, repeat for A and B 
Row 5: B, (K1, m1,K5, m1, K1) repeat for A and B (27sts) 
Row 6: B,  P9, repeat for A and B 
Row 7: B (K1, m1,K7, m1, K1) repeat for A and B (33sts) 
Row 8: B, P11, repeat for A and B  
Row 9: B, (K1, m1, K9, m1, k1) repeat for A and B (39sts) 
Row 10: B, P13, repeat for A and B 
Row 11: B, (K1, K2tog twice, K3, K2tog twice,K1) repeat for A and B (27sts) 
Row 12: B, P9. A cast off 9 purlwise, B purl to end. ( 9&9) 
Row 13: B, K2tog twice,K1, K2tog twice (5sts) repeat for  2nd B 
Row 14: cast off each side purlwise. 

Bunny Ears 

Make 2 in yarn A and 2 in DK in pink on 4mm needles for lining. The finer 
yarn for the lining will make it sit neatly inside the outer ear with a single 
stitch rim showing around the edge. 
 
Cast on 15sts 
Ss 20 rows. 
Row 21: K6, sl1, K2tog, paso, k6 (13sts) 
Row 22 and every following alternate row: P  
Row 23: K5, sl1, K2tog,psso, K5 (11sts) 
Row 25: K4, sl1, K2tog, psso, K4 (9sts) 
Row 27: K3, sl1, K2tog, psso, K3 (7sts) 
Row 29: K2, sl1, K2tog, psso, K2 (5sts) 
Row 31: K1, sl1, K2tog,psso, K1 (3sts) 
Row 32: C & T  
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Pin an ear lining inside each ear, wrong sides together, with bottom edges 
matching, and a rim of outer ear showing around the two long edges. Slip 
stitch together all round. Fold ear in half lengthways with lining inside and 
stitch bottom edges together. 

Bunny nose 

In DK, on 4mm needles 
Cast on 8sts for top of nose leaving a tail for sewing/ stuffing 
Row : P 
Row 2: K2togtbl, K 4, K2tog (6sts) 
Row 3: P 
Row 4: K2togtbl, K2, K2tog (4sts) 
Row 5: P 
Row 6:K1, K2tog, K1 (3sts) 
Cast off leaving tail for sewing/ stuffing. 
The nose will be sewn to the centre of the muzzle with the narrow end 
just one row above base of muzzle. Use one long tail to sew two sides. 
Roll up the other long tail and use to stuff the nose. Complete sewing. 

Bunny tail 

Nb Resist the temptation to make a pompom for the rabbit’s tail. We 
almost always have to remove pom-poms that are attached to otherwise 
lovely donations because strands can be pulled out, and according to 
trading standards, can be a choking hazard. 
 
Using fluffy, non shedding yarn 
Cast on 18sts 
K 16 rows 
C & T leaving long tail. 
Pull tight and then run a row running stitches around the other three 
edges. Pull up lightly, add some stuffing, then pull up tightly and fasten off 
firmly.  
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Making up Bonbon the Bunny 

Sew up sides of mouth pocket making sure there are no gaps at the 
corners of the mouth. You can catch the base of the mouth pocket to the 
inside of the body front if you wish to prevent the pocket from being 
turned inside out.  

If you wish to use safety eyes they must be added before sewing and 
stuffing. Decide placement by placing muzzle piece on face with base 
centred along top lip (picked up stitches after neckline). The eyes  fit in 
the indentations between nose and cheeks, allowing space for the muzzle 
to be slightly bigger once stuffed. 

Use mattress stitch to sew centre back seam on body starting from the 
top of the head and taking care to match neck line and stripes if you have 
made a jumper.  

Make sure the mouth pocket is lying flat. Stuff the body firmly, but not 
enough to stretch the fabric and let the stuffing show through. Line up the 
bottom of the centre back seam with the centre front. Stitch from centre 
to one outside edge. Before closing bottom seam add more stuffing to 
make sure the bottom corners are well filled to give a firm foundation for 
attaching the legs. 

Sew the centre back of the legs. Leave both 
ends open. Stuff firmly and put aside. 

The feet have a centre seam underneath. 
Bring the sides to the middle and join the 
toe end. Using mattress stitch, sew along 
centre of sole of foot as far as the heel. 
Stuff the foot fairly lightly so that the sole 
stays flat. Sew across the heel tucking in 
the corners so that they look rounded.  

If you wish to add felt paw pads and divide 
the toes as illustrated, it is easiest to do before the foot is sewn to the leg. 

 

Match the narrow end of the leg with seam centre back to the centre of 
the heel on the top of the foot. Sew around base of leg to attach foot to 
leg using mattress stitch.  

Mattress stitch top of legs to body. 
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Sew arm seam starting from paw end. Stuff. Leave top of arm open. 
Mattress stitch to body about 7 stitches out from ends of mouth pocket 
and 7 sts below neckline on plain rabbit, or just below purled neckline on 
jumper. 

Stitch all the way round the base of the ears with the front of the ear 
about 6 sts up from the start of the decreasing on the head. Use the 
decreasing lines on the head as a guide to make sure the ears are evenly 
spaced from the top of the head. 

To attach the muzzle, line up the centre of the 9 cast on stitches with the 
centre of the top lip of the mouth pocket. Pin the base of the muzzle 
along the top lip. The widest point of the muzzle should be about 5 sts 
above the corner of the mouth. Stitch around the sides and base of the 
muzzle leaving the top open for stuffing. Pack the cheeks firmly, then the 
nose,  treating each section individually. Complete stitching along top 
taking care to give the cheeks in particular a nice rounded shape. Sew 
nose to nose section as described earlier. 

Construct felt eyes. Cut two ovals in white, two circles in brown and stitch 
circle towards bottom of oval. Using 
white thread to create a highlight, sew a 
small black button, or a tiny circle of 
black felt if preferred, towards the 
bottom outer edge of the circle. The 
button must be very firmly attached. 

Place eyes on the face roughly in line 
with the indentations between the 
cheek and nose sections of the muzzle. 
Experiment to achieve the best 
expression, then stitch to face with 
white sewing thread. 

 

Sit the rabbit on a flat surface to decide the best placing for the tail, which 
should be about an inch above the table top, on the centre back seam. 
Sew all round tail. 
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The end. 


