
PATTERN FOR ETHNIC GRANDAD 

Donated by Libby for Knit-for-Nowt 

                        

Various patterns for this puppet are needed.  We recommend that you download and 

print off the following patterns from the Knit-for-Nowt website first, then you’ll be ready 

to start! 

Basic Boy Hand Puppet 

Islamic Dad puppet 

Basic Patterns for Features 

 

Materials 

DK yarn; white, brown/tan (for the face), grey and black 

3mm (size 11) and 4mm (size 8) needles. 

Toy stuffing which has BS or CE safety label on the packaging (no other stuffings thanks) 

For the eyes - glass beads, buttons or the sew-on type, or safety toy eyes  – please don’t 

stick on with glue 

For the mouth - embroidery cotton or yarn 

Plastic straw (for the walking stick)  and pointed embroidery needle 

 



Front: - 

Using white DK and 4mm needles, cast on 20sts. 

Knit 2 rows for border. 

Starting with a purl row, st.st until work measures 7cm. 

Next row: K9, P2, K9 

Next row: P9, K2, P9 

Repeat these 2 rows until work measures 11cm. 

 

Make arms as for Boy Hand Puppet pattern, but continue to knit or purl centre 2 sts as 

above. 

 

Make head as for Islamic Dad pattern – this includes an explanation of how to stuff the 

head 

 

Back: - 

Using white DK and 4mm needles, cast on 20sts. 

Knit 2 rows for border 

Starting with a purl row st. st. until work measures 11cm. 

Make arms as for Boy Hand Puppet 

 

Make head as for Islamic Dad pattern, but knit using grey DK yarn and garter st. 

 

Making up.  Make linings and stuff head as for Islamic Dad pattern.  With right sides 

together, sew front of puppet to back, then turn right sides out, easing stuffed head 

through neck opening. 

Refer to BASIC PATTERNS FOR FEATURES to make ears, eyebrows, beard and moustache.  

Refer to photograph to see how to place them.  Sew firmly in place and finish off all 

thread ends securely inside the head stuffing. 



Refer to BASIC PATTERNS FOR FEATURES to make shoes. 

Nose.   

Using 3mm needles and flesh coloured yarn, cast on 3sts 

Next row: - Inc Kwise into every st (6sts) 

St. st. 5 rows 

Next row: - (K2 tog) to end. (3 sts) 

Break yarn, thread end through sts and pull up tightly.  

Stuff lightly, then gather round cast on sts and fasten off. 

 

Skull Cap. 

Refer to BASIC SKULL CAP PATTERN (its’ on the “Basic Patterns for Features” sheet 

 

Coat: Made with black DK yarn and 4 mm needles 

Refer to BASIC COAT/JACKET PATTERN (it’s on the “Basic Patterns for Features” Sheet 

Cast on 10 sts for coat fronts. 

 

Walking Stick 

Tightly wrap brown or black wool around a plastic straw.  Use a pointed darning needle to 

secure ends just inside the top and bottom of the straw.  Sew to hand with cotton. 

 


